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Count Day  
Don’t forget that Wednesday, Oct. 2nd is Count Day!  The count days and school funding are 
mandated through the State School Aid Act. Count Day is when all public schools in Michigan tally 
the number of students attending their schools. Count information is critical to districts, because 
each student translates into state funding. LEA and ISD state aid is based on the number of students 
legally enrolled on or before count day.  It is very important that students attend school on Oct. 2nd 
if possible.  

Traditional Calendar Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Don’t forget that we have parent/teacher conferences coming up on Oct. 22 and Oct. 29 from 
4:30pm to 7:30pm for all traditional students. These conferences are by scheduled appointment 
only. Each conference last up to 10 minutes. Every teacher has somewhere between 155 to 165 
students each day and with only 6 hours of conference time, it is impossible for every teacher to see 
the parents of every one of their students. For this reason, we encourage parents to select a couple 
teachers to schedule conferences with (rather than all 6 teachers) to free up as much time as 
possible so that more slots are available for everyone. I usually suggest picking that class or those 
classes where you have the biggest concerns. 
Sometime in the couple weeks a phone 
messenger will go out with a link that will 
take you to website designed to schedule 
for conferences. These are first come, first 
serve so I suggest signing up as soon as the 
window opens. Please be on the lookout for 
this phone messenger.  

Town Hall Forum 
Coming OCT 17 

Lapeer Community Schools will host a town 
hall forum on the 2019 School Bond 
Proposal at 6pm on October 17, 2019, at 
the Zemmer 8-9 Campus. The forum is open 
to the public. This is a great opportunity to 
learn about the proposal that will appear on 
the November 5th ballot and to ask 
questions of Superintendent Matt Wandrie.  
For more information on the bond, visit the 
District website at LapeerSchools.org. To 
register to vote or to receive an absentee 
ballot, visit Michigan.gov/sos. 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
October 2 
 Honors Night at LHS 

o 8th Grade (current 9th 
graders) @ 6pm 

o 9th Grade (current 10th 
graders) @ 7pm 

 Student Count Day 

October 9 
 Zemmer PAC Meeting  

(Mr. Wandrie will be here) 

October 15 
 Winter Sports Parent 

Meeting @ RW, 6:00-6:30 

October 17 
 Town Hall Bond Forum  

@ Zemmer 

October 21-25 
 Year-Round Intersession  

– No School 

October 22 
 Traditional Parent/Teacher 

Conferences, 4:30-7:30 

October 29 
 Traditional Parent Teacher 

Conferences, 4:30-7:30 

November 1 
 No School – All Students 

Many parents are still not signed up for 
Powerschool access. Powerschool is the software 
the district uses to keep track of grades, 
attendance, and pretty much everything else 
related to the students. There is a parent portal 
that allows parents to track grades, see daily 
school announcements, and contact teachers 
with the click of a button. There are various 
settings within this that you can adjust to 
personalize the amount of information you 
receive.  
If you need any help or support with this, please 
call Ann V. or Ann T. in the Zemmer Office, or 
have students stop in during the day. They will be 
able to provide you with instructions for signing 
up that include your username and password.   
 

http://zemmer.lapeerschools.org/
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 Honor’s Night at LHS on October 2nd 
Students who are invited to the Honor’s Assembly at LHS should  
have received their invite in the mail. This would have been sent to  
any 8th (current 9th) and 9th (current 10th) who earned an academic  
letter last year. The 8th grade student ceremony (current 9th grade) 
will begin at 6pm at the LHS auditorium. The 9th grade (current 10th  
grade) ceremony will begin at 7pm. Please try to arrive about 20-25  
minutes early so we can line students up in the hallway outside the auditorium. This 
short program will allow the students to receive their recognition and walk across the 
stage.  We understand that many students who are involved in other activities may not 
be able to attend. They can pick up their award in the office the following day.  If you 
feel like your student should be receiving an award for outstanding grades, but did not 
receive an invitation, please contact our office to make sure there was not an error.   

Student Handbook Notes  
Tardiness, Policies & Procedures (p.18)   

Tardy (to class): Students are expected to arrive on time for classes. Excessive 
tardies may result in disciplinary action. (p.18)  
Being up to 10 minutes late to class without a valid pass signed by authorized 
school personnel will result in a tardy. Appropriate disciplinary measures may be 
used by teachers in dealing with students late for class. Students are expected to 
be in the classroom before the tardy bell rings. Students arriving after the bell 
will be marked tardy. In addition, a cumulative tardiness record for all classes 
will be maintained by the administration. (p.51)  

One issue that we are trying to get a handle on is excessive tardies. The good news is, 
about half of students NEVER receive a tardy throughout the entire school year.  Out of 
the remaining 50%, most will receive 1 or 2 under rare circumstances. Students have 5 
minutes of passing time and in almost all cases that is plenty of time to be able to get 
to class and use the bathroom.  
That being said, we have about 5% of the student population who have excessive 
tardies. The main reason for this is they choose to socialize in the hallways rather than 
get to class on time.  Here at Zemmer, we have been actively working directly with 
students who have excessive tardies and calling parents to help us get the situation 
under control. Potential consequences for excessive tardies include detention, parent 
contacts, and ultimately suspensions if the problem is not corrected. Please help us by 
encouraging students to wrap up their conversations with friends when the one-
minute warning bell rings.  

Riding Buses Home with Other Students  
Here at Zemmer we do not allow students to ride buses  
home with other students. This is the case even if they bring  
a note from the parent.  There are several reasons for this but  
the main reason is for student safety. It is imperative that  
we know exactly where all students are at all times.  
If students are riding buses home with friends, we have no  
way of tracking exactly what bus they are on.  This becomes  
a problem when a parent (often the one who didn’t write  
the note) is at the bus stop waiting for their child to get  
off the bus and the student is nowhere to be found.  What  
often follows is we scramble to try and find the student without  
knowing exactly where to begin. For this reason, if students want to go to friends’ 
houses after school, they need to arrange transportation with that student’s parents 
for a ride. 

PAC Meetings 
The building has monthly PAC meetings 
which is an opportunity for parents to meet 
with the principal and talk about various 
things including curriculum, building vision, 
and the overall direction of Zemmer moving 
forward. Please mark the following PAC 
dates on your calendar if you wish to 
attend.  All meetings begin at 7:45am and 
will either take place in the Zemmer 
conference room or the Media Center.  
Superintendent Wandrie will be in 
attendance at October’s PAC Meeting on 
Oct. 9th.  He will be discussing the bond 
initiative so if you have any questions or 
concerns, be sure to attend.  
Oct 9 Nov 13 Dec 11 
Jan 8 Feb 12 Mar 11  
Apr 8 May 13 Jun 10 

Yearbooks on Sale! 
Yearbooks are on sale for $35.00.   
To purchase a yearbook please go  
to Jostensyearbooks.com. 

Office Hours + Phone Numbers  
Regular office hours at Zemmer 8/9 Building are 
7am-3:30pm. To facilitate a prompt response 
to telephone calls, direct lines are provided. 
The telephone numbers are as follows: 
School Office: 
667-2413 
Attendance Office: 
667-2413, ext. 3402 
Counseling Office:   
667-2413  
(Mrs. Spisz - A-K:  ext. 3410) 
(Mrs. Van - L-Z:  ext. 3409) 
Dean of Students: 
667-2413, ext. 3405  — Mr. Austin Green 
(Discipline issues) 
Associate Principal: 
667-2413, ext. 3404  — Mr. Zach Hamilton 
(Athletics/Discipline) 
Principal: 
667-2413, ext. 3403 — Dr. Jeff Stanton 
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Winter Sports Information 

For information regarding 8th grade athletics, contact Associate Principal & Athletic Director, Zach Hamilton: 
zhamilton@lapeerschools.org 
For information regarding Freshman and JV athletics, contact District Athletic Director, Shad Spilski: sspilski@lapeerschools.org 

All information regarding individual sports will be updated on the website: http://lapeerlightning.com 

Winter Sports Parent Meetings: 
• Middle School Winter Sports Parent Meeting will be Tuesday, October 15th at 6pm in the Cafeteria at Rolland-Warner. 
• High School Winter Sports Parent Meeting time, place, and location TBD 

Clearance Process: 
• 8th grade students interesting in trying out for Boys Basketball, Volleyball, Wrestling, or Competitive Cheer this year should sign up 

in the office at Zemmer sometime in the next two weeks. 8th and 9th grade students participating in Winter Sports will also need to 
complete the Clearance Process: 

What you need: 
To be cleared to compete in Winter Athletics, students must complete and turn in the following items: 

• All athletes must have a completed MHSAA Physical (dated April 15, 2019 or after – must be new form or sign waiver when turning 
in) 

• All athletes must have a completed Emergency Card 
• All athletes must have a signed Athletic Code of Conduct Card (parent & student signatures required) 

These items are available in the Zemmer, Rolland-Warner, and LHS offices, or online at lapeerlightning.com (forms will also be available 
at the Parent Meeting on October 15th at Rolland-Warner) 

When and where you can turn in forms: 
• 8th grade forms can be turned in at the Parent Meeting at Rolland-Warner on October 15th or at the Zemmer office to Mrs. Tiffany.  
• 9th grade forms can be turned in at the LHS office or Zemmer office.  
*Pay to Participate: Must be paid in full before any athlete may participate in a game/contest/meet. 8th grade students, please pay Mrs. 
Tiffany in the Zemmer Main Office, or you can pay online by going to LapeerLightning.com and clicking on “more” and then going to 
“pay to participate”. 9th grade students can also pay at the LHS athletic office. 
*Please see the Athletic Code of Conduct for information on Eligibility requirements (grades) needed last year and current – In order to 
remain academically eligible, students must be passing all their classes, or maintain above a 2.0 gpa while passing 5 out of their 6 
classes. Grades will be checked before the clearance process is completed. 
*Impact Testing: All 8th and 9th grade students that did not complete Impact testing last year, need to do it this year. 8th grade athletes 
that need Impact testing will do it at Zemmer on Wednesday, October. 30th at 2:30 in computer lab F104. 9th grade students, ask your 
coach for specifics regarding Impact testing when your season starts 

- 8th Grade Wrestlers – After testing, runners will catch the 3:25 transfer bus to CFI for practice as normal. 
- 8th Grade Volleyball Players – After testing, players will go to Zemmer gym to practice as normal. 

When a student completes the clearance processs, they will receive a bracelet. They need to wear this bracelet to practice in order 
to participate. Coaches will not be accepting paperwork at practice.  

First Practices and Tryouts: 
Winter Sport Tentative 1st Practice/Tryout Schedule 
8th Wrestling Wed. Oct. 23rd, 4:30 @ CFI 
8th Volleyball Wed. Oct. 23rd, Fri. Oct. 25th, Mon. Oct. 28th – 3:30-5:30 @ Zemmer 
8th Competitive Cheer Mon. Jan. 6th 
8th Boys Basketball Mon. Jan. 6th 
9th Boys Basketball Nov. 18th – Time and Location TBD 
High School Hockey 11/4, 11/5, 11/6, @ Crystal Fieldhouse in Burton 
9th Girls Basketball Nov. 11th – Time and Location TBD 
High Schools Bowling Nov. 18th– Time and Location TBD 
High School Competitive Cheer Nov. 11th – Time and Location TBD 
Boys Swimming Nov. 25th – Time and Location TBD  
High School Wrestling Nov. 18th – Time and Location TBD 

 

mailto:zhamilton@lapeerschools.org
mailto:sspilski@lapeerschools.org
http://lapeerlightning.com/
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 8th Grade Fall Sports Schedules 

 
Game Schedules for Winter Seasons are not yet available. For more information regarding Zemmer Athletics, including: scheduling 

changes, game results, announcements, and 9th grade schedules, please go to LapeerLightning.com.  
Also, make sure you know which app, text chain, or social media page your coach is using and sign up.  

This is the best way to get information about your child’s team.  
 


